The feral cat population at a 178 ha dockland site was studied for eighteen months using direct observation assisted by radio-tracking.
INTRODUCTION
If rabies were to enter the United Kingdom, feral cats would be important in the spread of the disease from wildlife to domestic animals and would represent a significant link to humans. Seaports are likely points at which rabies may enter the United Kingdom and many docks are infested with feral cats. This study examined a low-density population at Avonmouth Docks, Bristol, from October 1981 to March 1983. A full account has been published elsewhere (3) .
Little is definitely known of the previous history of cats at Avonmouth Docks but it is thought that there could have been about 100 cats present in 1970. In 1976,30-40 cats were cage-trapped and removed by the Bristol Port Authority from a large mill which was then razed to the ground. In 1980 approximately 30 cats were removed from another large mill.
METHODS
The study was carried out over an area of 178 ha and lasted for eighteen months. Most of the feral cats were captured, fitted with radio transmitters and kept under frequent observation (for up to 63 hours continuously) after release.
Home ranges were determined by dividing the area into 25 m x 25 m squares and counting the squares in which individual cats were recorded.
RESULTS
Twenty-seven adult cats were identified, with density varying between 9.5 and 15 adult cats per km 2 . Recruitment seemed to be very low; only four weaned kittens were seen (in August 1982).
Food was widely available throughout the area, as there were three points at which food was put out daily and many sources of waste food (canteens, bins, etc.) and natural prey (birds, rodents, etc.).
Home range sizes were determined for thirteen males and five females. The mean area for males was 15 ± 17 ha while the mean area for females was 10 ± 7 ha. Home range sizes of males and females were not significantly different (Mann-Whitney test, U = 33.5) but they were very much smaller than would be predicted for such a lowdensity population (2) . A few cats ranged over virtually the whole area while others remained close to one feeding point, where the highest concentration of cats occurred. Some home ranges included areas of domestic housing outside the docks.
DISCUSSION
Despite the wide availability of food and shelter, the feral cat population at Avonmouth Docks was at very low density, widely but thinly distributed and, in some cases, extremely wary of humans. This was in contrast to the high-density population at Portsmouth Docks (1), where cats lived in large social groups.
Several observations are relevant to rabies contingency planning. On two occasions, feral cats were seen to board ships in the docks. Foxes, domestic cats and dogs were seen to frequent the docks area and feral cats were known to visit residential areas outside the docks. Thus, there was ample opportunity for transmission of disease to the feral cat population and from feral cats to domestic pets and humans.
Several cats eluded months of determined efforts with cage traps and nets; other additional methods of removal would have to be employed in a rabies emergency. La extensión del territorio era equivalente en machos y hembras y muy inferior a lo que la baja densidad permitía esperar (15 ±17 ha y 10 + 7 ha, respectivamente).
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Los autores analizan las implicaciones de estos resultados en el control de los efectivos de gatos vagabundos y en particular en las medidas de urgencia dirigidas contra la rabia.
PALABRAS CLAVE: Esquema de actividad -Gato vagabundo -Marcaje radioisotópico -Muelles -Rabia -Reino Unido -Territorio.
